
 

 

Metropolitan Orestes Chornock, the first Bishop of Our Diocese, 
fell asleep in the Lord on February 17, 1977.  

 

Eternal Memory! Vičnaja Jemu Pamjať! 



 

 

Bishop Orestes celebrating Divine Liturgy in our Cedar Avenue church on May 19, 1963, 
marking the 25th Anniversary of Our Parish. 



 

 
A Brief Biography of Metropolitan Orestes Chornock 

 
On July 11, 1883, in the rectory of the Greek Catholic village church in Ortutova, Šariš, 
in Austro-Hungary (present-day Slovakia), His Eminence, Metropolitan Orestes Chor-
nock was born to Reverend Father John Chornock and his wife, Paňi Mary. Orestes 
completed his elementary schooling in Bardejov, then graduated to the Royal Gymna-
sium in Prešov where he studied for eight years and graduated with honors. Young 
Orestes entered the theological academy of Prešov, completing his studies, becoming a 
candidate for Holy Orders.  
 He was united in marriage to Yolanda Molchany on July 17, 1906, a union that was 
to last for thirty-one years, broken by Paňi Yolanda's death in 1937. Seminarian Orestes 
was ordained to the Priesthood on August 28, 1906 on the Holyday of the Dormition of 
the Virgin Mary in the Cathedral of Prešov by the Most Reverend Bishop Dr. John 
Valyi. The newly-ordained priest was assigned the village church in Osturňa, County 
of Spiš, where he labored for two years. On November 17, 1908, the young Father 
Chornock came to America, along with other priests to minister to the needs of the 
hundreds of thousands of Carpatho-Russians who emigrated to the United States. Fa-
ther Chornock served parishes in Burnside-Chicago, Illinois; Cleveland, Ohio; and Du-
quesne, Pennsylvania. On March 25, 1911, he became pastor of St. John's Church in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut where he labored for some 45 years. The parish was one of the 
largest in the country. 
 By 1936, there was turmoil in the Greek Catholic Church after repeated pleas for 
recall of the decrees of celibacy and latinization which had been imposed on parishes. 
After no response, parishes met in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at a Church Council 
(Sobor). On February 6, 1936, those parishes selected the Reverend Orestes P. Chor-
nock as administrator for the establishment of a new diocese. The following year, on 
November 23, 1937, hundreds of delegates and priests gathered again in Pittsburgh 
and, by unanimous vote, elected Father Chornock as Bishop-designate. 
 On September 18, 1938, Father Chornock was elected and consecrated Bishop by the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Three Met-
ropolitans—Germanos, Constantine and Dorotheos—were the consecrating bishops. 
Bishop Orestes was consecrated with title to the See of Agathonikeia, which means 
"Good Victory". The new Bishop would single-handedly steer the new Diocese on its 
course through 1966 when he would receive an auxiliary bishop in the person of the 
Most Rev. Bishop John R. Martin to assist him. Shortly before that, in 1965, Bishop 
Orestes was elevated to the rank of Metropolitan by the Ecumenical Patriarch. His Em-
inence passed to life eternal on February 17, 1977, with his funeral on the first day of 
Lent in St. John the Baptist Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut. 



 

 

From the Sharon Herald 



 

 

When Bishop Orestes 
Visited Our Cemetery—
the Site of Our 
Current Church! 
 
Above: Bishop Orestes blessed the 
land of our newly-acquired Parish 
Cemetery on July 30, 1939.  
 
Right: On May 30, 1950, Bishop Ores-
tes blessed the Cemetery Memorial 
Cross, which stands as the focal point 
of our cemetery. It continues to be a 
place of prayer for many who visit. 
 
 
“Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke to you the word of God; con-
sider the outcome of their life, and 
imitate their faith.” (Hebrews 13:7) 
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Bulletin for February 17-March 2, 2019 
 

SUN  2/17/2019   SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE; TRIODION BEGINS    

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy & Panachida for Met. Orestes on His 42nd Anniversary   

        Panachida: ++Gula Fam. (Per.)  +Rebecca Kapusta, by the Family 

 

TUES  2/19/2019                       

   8:30 AM   Divine Liturgy  +Mike & +Mary Holliday (Per.) 

 

THURS  2/21/2019                       

   6:30 PM   Religious Enrichment Presentation: “Making the Most Out of Lent” 
 

SUN  2/24/2019   SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON            

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
        Panachida: +George, +Anna Polansky (Per.) +John, +Helen Andras (Per.) 

        ++Senay Fam. (Per.)  +Pani Magdaline Blaschak, by the Family 

 

TUES  2/26/2019                       

   8:30 AM   Divine Liturgy  +John & +Irene Lutz 

 

FRI   3/1/2019   EVE OF FIRST SOUL SATURDAY             

   6:00 PM   Parastas (Memorial Service) with Reading of Names of Departed 

 

SUN  3/3/2019   SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT; MEATFARE         

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
        Panachida: +Mike & +Ruth Frejik (Per.) 

        +Tom Chuba and ++Family (Per.) ++Repasky Family (Per.) 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Play Group, originally scheduled for Feb-
ruary 19, is cancelled. 
 
The First Soul Saturday is on March 2. 
We will serve a Parastas on Friday, March 
1 at 6:00 PM to remember our dear de-
parted. Hramoty envelopes are available 
in the vestibule. Please use them to list the 
names of your dear departed to be re-
membered on the five Soul Saturdays this 
year. Return them to Fr. David as soon as 
you can!  
 
2019 Lenten Pirohi Sales: Our first Pirohi 
Sale for the season will take place on Fri-
day, March 8th. The order form is on the 
last page.  The April sale will be on Fri-
day, April 5th. 
 
Local Event: “A Night in Belgrade” will 
be held on Saturday, February 23, 2019 at 
6:00 PM at St. George Serbian Orthodox 
Church, 65 South Keel Ridge Road, Her-
mitage. Experience the culture of Serbia 
through a formal evening of dinner and 
danging. Enjoy traditional food, spirits, 
and entertainment. Advance Tickets: Cou-
ples, $50. Single, $30. At the Door: Cou-
ples, $60, Single, $35. To purchase tickets, 
contact: 440-55209530 or stgeorgecater-
ingpa@gmail.com. 
 
Copies of the 2019 ACRY Annual are 
available for $12 each in the church office.  
Related to this... 
 

For the first time in its long history, the 
ACRY Annual is available in full-color 
and as a downloadable digital file. If you 
have purchased a hard-copy of the 
A.C.R.Y. Annual, you may access and 
download your digital copy by visiting 
and entering your Free-Access Code 
found on Page 3 of the book: 
www.issuu.com/store/code 
If you have not purchased a hard copy of 
the A.C.R.Y. Annual, you may purchase a 
downloadable version for just $6 by visit-
ing: 
h t t p s : / / i s s u u . c o m / a c r y a n n u a l /
docs/2019_acry_annual_january_2019_fo
r_o 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers 

Sunday, March 17 

5:00 PM 

Saint George’s Serbian Orthodox Church 

 

Our Parish Lenten Mission 

Saturday, April 13th 

Vespers at 4:00 PM 

Special Presenta%on During Dinner by 

Fr. John Chakos 

“Losing Ourselves in Christ's Mission” 
(Fr. John is one of the main Orthodox 

missionary priests serving in Guatemala)  

 



 

 
E x p l o r e  -  D i s c u s s  -  S h a r e  -  H a v e  F e l l o w s h i p  

 
Join Us for a One-Night 

Religious Enrichment Presentation: 

 

“MAKING THE MOST 

OUT OF LENT” 
 

Thursday, February 21st at 6:30 PM 
 
The Lenten season—the “Great Fast”—occupies a central place in our Orthodox 
Christian year. It leads us to the most solemn days of Holy Week and the joyful cel-
ebration of the Resurrection. Yet, it is often seen as a chore or obligation rather than 
a time of spiritual development. 
 
Fr. David will offer a presentation about Lent, its origins, its present structure, and 
practical tips about how to observe this holy time. Come ready to discuss and bring 
up any questions you may have related to Lent, fasting, prayer, etc. 



 

 

Stewardship 
By Dan Hromyak 

 
"Blessed are you when people hate you,...exclude and insult you, and denounce your 
name...on account of the Son of Man." - Luke 6:22 
 
All of us have been in situations when someone has made a negative comment 
or joke about God or our Orthodox faith. How did you respond? Did you stay 
silent or pretend to go along with the crowd because you didn't want to cause 
waves and then, later, you felt bad? Know that God is with you all the time, the 
Holy Spirit will put the right words in your mouth. Pray for the strength and 
courage to proclaim our faith to others, especially during uncomfortable situa-
tions. 
 
"But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting any-
thing back." - Luke 6:35 
 
Easier said than done, right? But, if we are to imitate Christ, most of us need to 
practice mercy and compassion more frequently. Start with the little daily an-
noyances that we experience, the unkind word or hateful glance we receive. 
Instead of plotting revenge on that person, try saying quick prayer for that per-
son. Mercy and compassion will put us on the path to holiness. 

The Christmas Market Commi2ee will be 

hos%ng a light breakfast a4er services on 

Sunday, February 24 to thank everyone for 

their help in making the 2018 Christmas 

Market such a success.  Please plan on 

a�ending! 



 

 



 

 

March 2019 Pirohi Order Form 
Order Deadline: March 3, 2019 

724-981-0571 

 

Name: ______________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ______________________ 
 
 
____ Potato-Cheese Pirohi @ $8.00/dozen 

 
   ____ Butter Only 
 
   ____ Butter and Onions 
 
 
Total Amount Due:   $_______ 

 
 

Pick-Up on Friday, March 8, 2019 
12:00 Noon—2:00 PM 
(Doors Open at Noon) 

March 2019 

Pirohi Schedule 
 
 

Wednesday, March 6 

1:00 PM 
Potato Prep 

 
 

Thursday, March 7 

6:00 PM 
Filling Prep 

 
 

Friday, March 8 

8:00 AM 
Pirohi Making and Sale 

Sacramental and Membership Information 
 
Sick Calls can be made at any time. Please phone the rectory 
(724-346-4457) when a family member is admitted to the hospi-
tal, or to request a home visit. 
 

Marriages are solemnized on Saturdays or Sundays. Circumstanc-
es may require a dispensation from the diocesan bishop.  Consult 
the pastor at least six months in advance and before any plans 
have been made for the wedding reception. Marriages cannot be 
celebrated during the fasting seasons of the church, or on Fridays. 
 

Baptisms are usually scheduled on Saturdays or Sundays. Consult 
the pastor. Two godparents (godfather and godmother) are re-
quired, at least one of whom must be a practicing Orthodox Chris-
tian in good standing, and the other a practicing, baptized Chris-
tian. 
 
 

Church Funerals are, under ordinary circumstances, provided for 
practicing Orthodox Christians who are current in their spiritual 
and material obligations to the parish; otherwise, the funeral 
service is conducted at the funeral home.  The Church does not 
permit cremation. 
 

Parishioners in “good standing” are those Orthodox Christians 
who, as members of Saint John’s Orthodox Church, strive to live 
according to the teachings of the Orthodox Church; participate in 
the life of the parish through regular church attendance, regular 
reception of Holy Communion and periodic Holy Confession (and 
receive these sacraments no less than once a year); and financial-
ly support the parish (especially through an annual “pledge”). 
Prospective members and returning members are asked to fill out 
an application form, copies of which are available in the church 
office. 



 

 

    Happy Birthday                           

          February 19th John Anderson 
        February 22nd  Lisa Bair  
        February 22nd Margie Sirb  
        February 23rd  Ron Figiel 
        February 25th Mary Chupak 
        February 25th Steven Kudelko     
        February 25th Dorothy Patrick  
        February 26th Janet Kretchek 
        February 27th Dolores Christy 
        February 28th Justin Bair 
        March 2nd Brenda Polanichka  
    

    Eternal Lamp Sponsor 
            Sunday, February 17th    

 

In Honor of Husband   
 

Gregory Cross Birthday 
 

Sponsored by: Debbie Cross 

 

    MEN TO HOLD CANDLES 
                               

               Sunday,  February  24th    
                      

                          Andy Lutz 
                          Ken Maceyko 
                          Emil Maurer 
                          Paul McMahon 
                          Robert Miller 
 
                    Sunday March 3rd                 
            

                          John Moon 
                          John Parimuha 
                          Tom Patrick 
                          Dan Ristvey 
                          Joel Ristvey 

Happy Anniversary 

February 20th 

Renee & Ken Maceyko 

 

 Coffee Hour Sponsor 

 
      Sunday, February 24                            

 

Sponsored by the  

Christmas Market  

Committee to “Thank” the  

Parish for all of their help 

& donations to the  

Market event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


